In the first edition of the Flora of Serbia (Jovanović 1972 ) three species were reported: P. domestica Medik., P. pyraster (L.) Burgsd. and P. amygdaliformis Vill. (= P. spinosa Forssk.). The first two taxa are hardly distinguished and according to current classification they are conspecific, within the P. communis L. [including two native spiny subspecies: P. c. subsp. pyraster (L.) Ehrh. and P. c. subsp. caucasica (Fed.) Browicz] (Browicz 1992 , Kurtto 2009 , Zohary et al. 2012 , Kurtto et al. 2013 , Bartolucci et al. 2018 . Moreover, some recognize P. pyraster as a synonym of P. communis (POWO 2018) . The domesticated type subspecies probably derived from two "eco-geographic wild subspecies" in Europe and W Asia (Zohary et al. 2012) .
In addition to these taxa, Jovanović (1977) mentioned two species with tomentose leaves for Kosovo and E Serbia: P. elaeagrifolia Pall. and P. nivalis Jacq. The latter species was described from Austria and more widely known from southern parts of W, C and E Europe (Terpó & Amaral Franco 1968 , Aldasoro et al. 1996 . However, its natural origin and/or distribution have been questioned (Koch 1869 , Dostálek 1997 , Fischer et al. 2008 , Sisko et al. 2009 , Kurtto 2009 , Kurtto et al. 2013 , Dimopoulos et al. 2013 , Bartha & Király 2015 , POWO 2018 . Dostálek (1997) and NPGS (2018) renewed the old opinion of Koch (1869) that P. nivalis is actually a nothospecies arose through the hybridisation of P. communis s.l. and P. elaeagrifolia s.l. which, according to Dostálek (1997) naturally has taken place in the sympatric area of the Balkan Peninsula (Bulgaria, SE Romania) and probably Anatolia. In fact, real hybrids are certainly limited to the contact zones in the east. In the rest of Europe their distribution was strongly affected by anthropogenic influence and could be treated as a fertile hybridogenous homoploid species (2n = 34). Cultigenous or doubtfully native origin of P. nivalis is already presumed for Slovakia (Dostálek 1997) , Austria (Fischer et al. 2008) , Slovenija (Sisko et al. 2009 ) and Hungary (Bartha & Király 2015) . As a cultural pear of lesser value P. nivalis is rarely propagated and the introgression with local species and cultivars brought it almost to extinction (Dostálek 1997) . The introgression into the genome of P. communis s.l. led to the forms of common pear with hairy leaves (Dostálek 1997) and consequently although the genome of P. nivalis is indeed present in Slovenia, its typical individuals have not been found (Sisko et al. 2009 ).
According to Dostálek (1997) the P. nivalis complex consists of hybrid swarms including several nothosubspecies and reverse hybrids originated from different subspecies of P. communis and P. elaeagrifolia. It also includes cultigenous P. austriaca A. Kern., which in his opinion should be derived from the type subspecies of P. communis and P. elaeagrifolia. Yet, it seems likely that this plant actually originates from a cross between P. communis subsp. pyraster and P. nivalis (Terpó 1960 , Kurtto et al. 2013 , Király 2015 . Dostálek also described some hybrids between P. communis s.l. and P. spinosa from Bulgaria (Dostálek 1980 (Dostálek , 1984 which, unlike the previous ones, do not have grey-tomentose leaves beneath. It should be kept in mind that this author recognized two current subspecies of P. communis as a separate species, describing P. ×jordanovii Dostálek (P. communis × P. spinosa) and P. ×velenovskyi Dostálek (P. pyraster × P. spinosa). In accordance with the current classification, it is necessary to propose a nomenclature novelty for the lattermost nothotaxon:
Pyrus ×jordanovii nothosubsp. velenovskyi (Dostálek) Niketić, stat. et comb. nov. (Figs 1-2 The first record of this hybrid in Serbia was previously unofficially mentioned for E Serbia (Jelašnica Gorge in vicinity of Niš) under the misapplied name P. nivalis (Niketić 1986) . About five adult trees were found on the right (Klisura -Ploča) and one of the left (Inatovac -Kulina) slope of the gorge. One exsiccatus was collected after the fall of the leaves in autumn:
Jelašnica Gorge -habitus.
E Serbia, Niš, Jelašnica Gorge, 200-450 m, Exp. S, limestone, forest and bushes and forest margins, together with "P. pyraster and P. spinosa", MGRS 34T EN89, coll. et det. M. Niketić 07-Nov-1989 (BEO 80000) (Fig. 3) .
The shape and hairiness of the leaves completely correspond to the specimens described and illustrated in Dostálek (1980) . It is interesting that some trees produce fruits (Fig. 2b) , analogous to hybrids in the P. nivalis complex.
Given that the presence of P. elaeagrifolia and its descendant, P. nivalis, has not yet been confirmed for the flora of Serbia (Kurtto et al. 2013) , it is possible to suppose that earlier records for P. nivalis (Jovanović 1977 ) actually refer to P. ×jordanovii nothosubsp. velenovskyi. Additional research is needed to confirm this presumption. Generally, data on the presence of P. nivalis on the Balkan peninsula are contradictory. According to Terpó & Amaral Franco 1968 this species is reported for Ex-Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Greece. Its presence is also confirmed for Bulgaria (Vălev 1973, Dostálek 1997), but not for the Balkan Peninsula (Kurtto et al. 2013) and Greece (Dimopoulos et al. 2013) . From the area of the Ex-Yugoslavia species is surely present in Slovenia (Sisko et al. 2009 ) and N Croatia (Slavonija) (Kitaibel 1864) , including P. austriaca (Király 2015) .
CONCLUSION
A nothosubspecies of pear in the new combination Pyrus ×jordanovii nothosubsp. velenovskyi (Dostálek) Niketić [P. communis subsp. pyraster (L.) Ehrh. × P. spinosa Forssk.] is recorded for the first time for the flora of Serbia. It is possible that some earlier records for the presence of P. nivalis actually refer to this taxon.
